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shelves surrounding clubby leather furniture and a fire-
place. Hidden behind one of the bookshelves is a secret
entrance to a soundproof office, giving him the perfect
place to work from home or see clients from his financial
planning firm in privacy.

A more formal, but equally special space is the dining
room, its traditional elegance enhanced by large egg-
and-dart crown molding, white enameled wainscoting
and ceiling, and silk damask wallpaper adorned with an
ornate gold pattern. A custom European neoclassical din-
ing table is large enough for business meetings or family
gatherings; the hickory dining chairs have textured crim-
son velvet seats and an antique-wash finish.

The spacious kitchen begins the transition from formal
to a bit more informal, notes Annie Graunke, an interior
designer at Martha O’Hara. Though it includes touches
of dignified grandeur, the walnut cabinets, custom lime-
stone hood, and beamed ceiling give the space a more
transitional feel. The oversized island topped with gray-
toned Persia light granite, cream barstools, and a casual
dining table add a relaxed tone.

Off the kitchen sits a casual den, the perfect place for
the Joerns’ teenagers to watch television and relax after
school. This cozy space showcases a lofty octagonal-
shaped vaulted ceiling of stained oak beams reclaimed
from trees cleared from the Joerns’ lot. Curved walls
and the dark-stained alder paneling reinforce a laid-
back, comfy vibe.

The lower level brims with family-friendly spaces: a
spa-like exercise area complete with a sauna and steam
shower, a media room that features a projection televi-
sion and oversized bar, and an octagonal wine cellar with

awood-beamed, reclaimed-oak ceiling. Modeled on a
European rathskeller, its brick floors and stone walls
evoke an old-school winery, yet the vintages are neatly
stored in three glass-doored coolers that surround a
wine-tasting table. “Obviously, we like wine and we col-
lect it,” says Mark. “We love having a place to sit close to
the wine, but we didn’t want to sit in a 50-degree room
that feels like a cellar.”

Outside is a cabana that’s the perfect spot for enjoying
shade on a hot summer day or gathering in front of the
fire on a chilly night. This versatile three-season room
can be left open when people are using the pool or sun-
ning on the deck. When the mosquitoes pester or rain
falls, a phantom screen provides a minimal wall.

The cabana’s cedar ceiling and stone fireplace and
floors give it an organic sensibility far from the formal
feel elsewhere. The house gracefully blends elegant,
formal space with areas for casual living, says Martha
O’Hara. “One of the aspects of the house I enjoy the
most is that it has a changing feeling as you walk through
it. The kitchen has a French provincial feel and the din-
ing room feels period and elegant,” she says. “Then you
go into the cabana area or the rathskeller and it feels
hearty and earthy.”

For the Joerns, all of the details come together
to create their version of a traditional European home
while providing spaces the entire family can enjoy.

“It’s really us — it’s totally our house. It feels dead on,”
says Mark. NH
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